Wisdom K Obinna: It's great. So let's get started.

Preye Pizzi: Okay.

Wisdom K Obinna: Firstly, I mean, I said it's just not a big deal. What did you enjoy most about your job as a journalist after October 2020? That's over the last two years. What have you enjoyed most about your job?

Preye Pizzi: For me, I think there have been significant changes, especially after the whole issue of the Lekki incident and post-COVID-19. I believe there was a trust issue before that incident. I had this feeling that as journalists, we can actually shape society with our ideas, with what we report, and what we observe. However, after that incident, it was challenging to pick ourselves up. Personally, I felt emotionally down because we witnessed a lot of disputed video footage. It's difficult to continue loving this line of work amidst depressive and challenging situations. Many journalists might continue doing it solely for the money, which becomes the most important aspect when being paid by the organization. If I had a choice, this is not how journalism should be practiced, especially the way we do it in Nigeria.

Wisdom K Obinna: Okay. Okay, thanks for that.
Preye Pizzi: So basically, it's just financial benefits that keep me in this job.
Wisdom K Obinna: You talked about challenges.
Preye Pizzi: The real reason why I'm still doing the job.

Wisdom K Obinna: That's serious. But talking about these challenges that made you feel that way, what have you found most challenging or what are some of the things you found most challenging while practicing journalism in the last two to three years?
Preye Pizzi: I think the first one is censorship and gatekeeping. When there's a lot of gatekeeping in media and journalism, we lose the essence. For example, during the post-COVID and post-Lekki incident period, I covered the 2019 general election. I witnessed many things that should have been included in my reports. However, I knew that if I included those paragraphs, the desk editor would likely remove them to avoid implicating the organization, the editor, or even myself as a reporter. It becomes a safety concern. For instance, when you see a prominent politician having close ties with security agencies, going to their premises, dining with them, before and after an election, you realize that we are not really independent as journalists in Nigeria. Including such paragraphs about the rapport between the police and the political party could lead to consequences and even fines. Censorship is a significant issue, not just in the news department but also in the field where your safety is essential. Sometimes, fellow journalists might advise you to let certain things slide, and that's the biggest problem.


Wisdom K Obinna: Thank you so much for that insight. Let's move on to other challenges you have observed in how journalism is done in Nigeria since those events.
Preye Pizzi: First of all, yes, it was actually bad, but one of the major challenges is litigations against media houses. Politicians often look for the slightest mistake to sue and push for awards against the stations. For example, a friend of mine lost his job while reporting for Punch newspaper, one of the biggest and most influential newspapers in Nigeria. This reporter was the lead reporter in Rivers State. He lost his job because his report was seen as expressing his own opinion rather than presenting the facts. The influence of authorities plays a role in such situations.
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Preye Pizzi: He got it because they have control of the system. So it's easier for them to bring you down when they know you don't have a lot of evidence. Do you get the point? I've seen that happen. We've seen Channels Television being fined when somebody visits and expresses their personal opinion. For example, the vice presidential candidate of the Labor Party came to Channels and shared his own personal opinion. The station was fined for allowing him to do that. When you invite a VIP or a resource person to your studio and ask a general question, you can't predict their answer or control what they will say, especially in a live program. Do you understand the issue? Now, when you say so, those live programs are in trouble.

Wisdom K Obinna:

Preye Pizzi: In certain client media houses, you'll see that even in Republican stations, some journalists there are basically conservatives in their ideology. If you try to challenge that, you'll get into trouble unless you want to please the book or the politician behind the scenes. So there are a lot of challenges when it comes to that. We've seen that on Channels, issues of our rights television being blackmailed by non-politician governors of states, forcing them to take down certain opinions. So, I think it's a very big issue when it comes to social because the basic thing is freedom. And when your organization starts paying those heavy fines before you start running losses as a station, I know how bad the economy is. You have to buy diesel, and the cost of electricity for television is quite high. And when it comes to paying bills, you have multiple taxation where the local government comes to your house, and it ends up limiting the station. So they have to be careful and align with the political leaders from the beginning.

Wisdom K Obinna: But I mean, talking about these fines that you mentioned, in the last two to three years, there have been lots of fines. BBC was sanctioned for airing content that was considered to be supporting terrorists.

Preye Pizzi: Yeah.

Wisdom K Obinna: It was boosting the profile of terrorists, and some other media organizations in the country were fined as a result. Like you mentioned, even Channels has been fined. Even a particular blogger in Lagos State was fined for putting out a blog post. Punch and others have also faced similar penalties. But what is your view on this? Do the #EndSARS protests have any connection? I mean, you saw what happened during the protests, like a one-week total shutdown.

Preye Pizzi: Yes.

Wisdom K Obinna: Streets were closed and all that. Some people believe that somehow they are trying to prevent a repeat or something. But all those sanctions and fines that followed in 2021 for content aired on TV and social media, do you think they have any connection to the protests?

Preye Pizzi: I think they do,...

Wisdom K Obinna: Define transactions.

Preye Pizzi: Let me tell you my opinion on the connection. We had a lot of media houses within that vicinity, right? Yes. We had an Arise correspondent there. We had one from CVC. We had reporters from Nails...

Preye Pizzi: Across the temperature radio, live footage was shown on some of these television stations. We saw security officials approaching civilians. We saw drone footage and more. But when the media presented their reports and findings, it was as if the media were wrong. They denied the events. We saw video footage, evidence, and a live Instagram video of a particular celebrity DJ showing clear evidence of someone being shot and sustaining injuries. But in the eyes of the authorities, it did not happen. And they ask, where is the evidence of dead people?
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Preye Pizzi: So, at the end of the day, it affects journalists because they just want my opinion, and what I'm actually saying is that we didn't even hold…
Wisdom K Obinna: Because...
Preye Pizzi: What I witnessed, we had visual evidence, and at the end, the government still denies it. These incidents are incitement. That's the problem: trust. When you think you did something and they tell you it didn't happen at all, you lose hope in the media. The judiciary is supposed to be the last hope, but I question that because I believe the media is the mirror of society. We are the people's last hope. We can go out, report, and talk to people on the streets without restrictions.
Preye Pizzi: Do you get the point? Personally, when the media outlets come out with information, we start seeing doctors spreading their own narrative based on comments, and before you know it, most journalists are not accepted anymore. If I investigate and push this, where will it end? We are witnessing situations where people are stoned to death in some parts of the country.
Wisdom K Obinna: And...
Preye Pizzi: We have video footage out there that anyone in the world can see. What are we doing? Nothing. So, what do you expect journalists to do when we have the evidence?
Wisdom K Obinna: Mmm.
Preye Pizzi: We have state governors in power who have positions, and people have been brutalized by the police. We witnessed pre-election crises in Nigeria where some political parties are not allowed to campaign. For example, the APC candidate in Rivers State, his campaign event was attacked. What kind of campaign violence is that?
Wisdom K Obinna: Wow.
Preye Pizzi: And there are videos and images of the injuries. People are talking about it, but the authorities, especially the Nigerian police, claim that nothing of that sort happened. So, what do you expect regular journalists to do?
Preye Pizzi: Ask yourself a simple question: why do I call myself a journalist? When we have video evidence and people sharing footage on social media, nobody gets arrested. I mean, nobody.
Preye Pizzi: So, you can't expect journalists to keep working and feel that their investigative work will change the ills of society. It's not that easy. We look after ourselves.
Wisdom K Obinna: Okay.
Wisdom K Obinna: Let me ask about the management of the newsroom. I mean, the people you work with. What measures of self-censorship have been implemented in the newsroom by the head of programs since October 2020?
Preye Pizzi: First of all, in my newsroom, you cannot use a lead that contains words like "slaughtered" or "killings" when referring to the incidents in 2020. You can't mention the situation where people lost their lives. They want you to refer to it as the Lekki incident, just an incident.
Preye Pizzi: And the government...
Wisdom K Obinna: Wow.
Preye Pizzi: Nobody wants you to write about people actually losing their lives in any way. They censor that kind of reporting. It's a form of censorship.
Wisdom K Obinna: Yeah.
Preye Pizzi: Another thing is when it comes to writing, you can't state outright that police officers or military personnel were present during those incidents. You have to be cautious and avoid mentioning that they were there or shooting. So you have to censor that aspect.
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Preye Pizzi: As I'm talking to you now, it's very difficult in any mainstream media to talk about the Lekki incident as if lives were lost. Even when we have evidence...
Preye Pizzi: I attended remembrance events for the victims of police brutality, and there were almost comedy-like ceremonies. They ask questions, but you can't be emotional. People were still talking about incidents, but you have to be careful. They don't want that issue because it gained global attention. The world was asking, can the Nigerian government shoot at citizens protesting? They are trying to eliminate that narrative. They want to say that nothing like that happened apart from regular protests.
Wisdom K Obinna: Okay, okay, thanks for that. Let me move on to ask about...
Wisdom K Obinna: In suppressing yourself, what techniques do you use to hold back from breaching these rules? You talked about not using your name and avoiding certain narratives. What are some techniques?
Preye Pizzi: It's difficult.
Wisdom K Obinna: Personally, what have you adopted to hold yourself back?
Preye Pizzi: It's difficult. Basically, what I do is...

Wisdom K Obinna: One.
Preye Pizzi: First, when it comes to security reporting, I don't include my name or give myself a byline for safety reasons. That's one. Secondly, I try not to portray the opinions of others as my own. I try to use indirect speech. I present it as, "Is this what I gathered from someone?" That's one. Secondly, when I interview people who have been emotionally affected by police brutality cases, I avoid showing their emotional moments and their insistence on deaths or brutalities. I try to minimize the anger level because people are still very angry. I tell them not to be too emotional, just focus on the facts and leave it at that. Emotions are present in the media, and if they pour out their minds, they provide real information to the public. But the emotional part makes me uneasy. I believe as a journalist, if you're not careful, you could face depression.
Wisdom K Obinna: That's a big one, depression. Let me quickly ask if there's anything from your chief editors or anyone else in the hierarchy. Have they mentioned how they want news reporting to be done from now on? Any new methods or guidelines?
Preye Pizzi: No, I don't think there have been any specific instructions...
Wisdom K Obinna: From the head of programs or...
Preye Pizzi: We all know what they want.
Wisdom K Obinna: Head of the station?

Preye Pizzi: The information passed across was about how to frame the Lekki incident. We are not supposed to connect ourselves to it, even if we were there. We must use the term "alleged."
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Preye Pizzi: Do you understand? Yes, there is a lot of media manipulation. I will try my best to make sure we distance ourselves from the whole issue.
Wisdom K Obinna: Yeah.
Preye Pizzi: That's what we have been advised to do, not to portray the incident as a factual occurrence. It is a statement of fact. So, we try to include the word "alleged" in our description of the incident.
Wisdom K Obinna: Okay.
Preye Pizzi: But generally, we all know that the incident did happen, maybe not on a large scale, but it did happen.
Wisdom K Obinna: Let's talk about something else that has come up in the last two to three years following that incident. Let's discuss user-generated content, which includes online social media videos. You mentioned earlier about fake videos and misinformation. Can you provide some examples of situations where you faced criticism or received queries and sanctions from both management, agencies, or other journalists? Specifically, when it comes to the use of user-generated content, such as social media posts and internet content created by users.
Preye Pizzi: I think when it comes to the mainstream media, it's very difficult for us to pick up information from such sources, especially if it's not coming from a verified source. If it's coming from an authority or someone with high news value, like a popular musician, such as Davido, we can consider it. But when someone just makes a statement, it's challenging for us to include that content in our reporting. On the one hand, we have seen people being sanctioned. Personally, I try to avoid using stories from platforms like Sahara Reporters, even though they can be sensational in their writing. If we attempt that, we would definitely face consequences in our office. Yes, we had an issue with a presenter during the COVID-19 period. It was not related to the incident we discussed earlier. It was more about her favoring a particular candidate the day before the election. The narrative she presented was biased towards that candidate, and the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) took strict action against our station. We faced heavy penalties, and she was even fired from her job.
Wisdom K Obinna: Wow, that's quite severe. Okay, but still, talking about content, let's focus on the #EndSARS protest. BBC and CNN combined videos and conducted their independent investigations, which resulted in over 16 million organizations being fined. So, since then, let's say there is an issue happening in Lagos or any other state where you can't personally go to, and you come across user-generated content online or eyewitness reports talking about something happening in a distant place like Abuja. How do you handle or restrain yourself, especially when you don't have concrete evidence because you can't go there yourself?
Preye Pizzi: First of all, as a broadcast journalist, not just a general journalist, we try to search for as much information as possible to verify it. We reach out to our colleagues in print media because they have reporters across the country and they might be in that specific location. For example, if there's an incident of someone killing another person in Sokoto, and it's trending online with images and videos, we can't verify that news from Port Harcourt. So, what we do is communicate with someone in Sokoto. As reputable journalists, we try to contact journalists who are present in that location and can directly gather the information. This is important because we need someone who can go out there and understand the context and the laws governing media broadcasting. The NBC also requires a thorough understanding of these laws, and having someone on the ground helps us get closer to the truth of the story. So, we don't solely rely on eyewitnesses. We try our best to connect with our colleagues from other media platforms, be it print, radio, or television, who are registered and trustworthy.
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Preye Pizzi: It could be, like I said print's, or television station. We just get across to our colleague that we possibly know within that particular vicinity, that can go there and get those information so that we don't wait for somebody to break it. And I think that's one big issue. Some media outlets do have, they feel like they want to be the very first to break stories. You understand? So sometimes you just hold ourselves. You must not be the first person to break this story. Just wait to see if other media houses that have the tentacles. I have a lot of people within that environment. Big story, then we can follow. Basically, in trending stories. Yes.

Wisdom K Obinna: And okay, let me stay with the generated content. We saw some journalists believe that you mentioned earlier that some of the videos during the EndSARS protests were authentic, that they were correct. They were true. But people were fined, not because the videos were wrong, like those of the terrorists, like those videos of Boko Haram and some of those terrorist groups, people organizations were fined. Not because the contents were wrong. But because the government said, no, using someone's content, it is making people feel that these people are promoting this event or making it look so big when it's not so important.

Wisdom K Obinna: What would you want to ask, particularly since the EndSARS aspect has caused. I mean, we saw a proliferation of misinformation and disinformation online and some of the other places because there was police brutality too. So everybody was bringing out every video on police brutality, which of course main stations, radio media organizations have to really do some fact-checking. We'll come to that in a bit or how often do you still use social media content, even when it is true? We talked about when it's fake, but when you find out you verify that it is true. Maybe someone was speaking, he gave a voice or where he's been beaten and the person says he was beaten. Maybe there's really something going on in one state and the person was beaten and recorded it. And then you confirm that person was beaten. How often do you still use such kind of content?

Preye Pizzi: Obviously, we use that kind of content, to be very frank. We use that content, but when it comes to news that you were not there, we try as much as possible to get more than one opinion. You said you were brutalised, right? Now, it's your say. Do you have at least more than one person to not just be coming from? Just your uncle? That's one. So possibly, if you have a friend here, your friend is also saying you have some other presence there. They are still saying the same thing, that's a

Preye Pizzi: It, to find out if they are aware of such incidents through draft mass, to balance the story. So, if they are aware, what are they doing about it? Are they looking at arresting their staff, their officers? You get a point too. If we see such content, we try as much as possible to get to the person. Then, see if we could get other eyewitnesses within the environment to create a vox pop out of it and we get your opinion of the side of the government. That means if it's about a case of a police officer, we just try as much as possible to get the public relation officer of the police, then share, possible to balance the story.

Wisdom K Obinna: Okay, that's fair. So I would probably not going to ask how you censoryourself when using social media reports and things. You've said that already, but some have suggested fact-checking and all that journalists have spoken to ignore. I think you said something that is going towards both lines. You've said something about checking to be sure that it is true, and you've said something like, you don't also use them sometimes, but others generally suggest that we know computer-mediated communication tools like social media and the Internet and advise journalists to go back to sourcing every single detail.
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Wisdom K Obinna: What school of thought do you belong to? Do you think we should go back to the days when we didn't publish stories we hadn't verified? Or should we only rely on fact-checking when we come across stories online?

Preye Pizzi: What?

Preye Pizzi: I think I've been a little bit in the middle but more towards fact-checking because I believe in technology and the improved way of doing things. But as much as you try to use modern fact-checking tools to verify information, it's still important for journalists to go out and source information themselves to get a firsthand understanding of what's happening. I think it's necessary because sometimes people can be lazy and just sit at home, relying on information and trying to fight misinformation without actively seeking more information about a particular incident. So for me, I think it's a combination of both. Yes, we really need to stop relying solely on these new methods of fact-checking specialists behind the social media generation. That would definitely take over the world, as we're seeing the growth of podcasts and different online media. However, it's crucial to not forget the traditional journalist way of going out to the field and gathering information if possible.

Wisdom K Obinna: Okay, we'll be rounding up shortly. Do you have any recommendations or any thoughts about the last two or three years of doing your job? Because you were doing this job before the protest. Do you have any thoughts on any strange things or anything you would like to say that has changed about how you do your job or that you think should change in the way your job has been treated?

Preye Pizzi: Personally, I have a lot of recommendations in mind. One important aspect is that we really need to focus on media laws, especially through the National Assembly. It's crucial to review the NBC code and the media laws in Nigeria. Some of these laws were made during the military regime and are still in effect. We need to address and amend those laws. Media practitioners across Nigeria should push for changes in those outdated and limiting media laws from the 18th century that restrict us from presenting the right narrative to the general public. That's one aspect. Personally, my recommendation is that we should look beyond media organizations as individuals. If possible, we can create personal platforms online, even with a small following, where we can share information and put out the right narrative to the general public.

Wisdom K Obinna: Okay, thank you so much. We really appreciate it.

Preye Pizzi: Thank you.

Wisdom K Obinna: Thank you so much for your time. I am very, very grateful. I will stop the recording here, but I have one question for you, off the record. What do you think is the future of journalism globally? Both from the Nigerian perspective and the global perspective. You mentioned something very interesting, the growth of podcasts and how things are progressing rapidly. What do you foresee in the future? Let me give you an example of other parts of the world that you might already be familiar with. Because I consider you a knowledgeable person who keeps up with updates and trends.

Wisdom K Obinna: However, some countries are closing down.
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Wisdom K Obinna: The old legacy media stuff like radio, some people are moving on. I know that, for example, in China, I have met Chinese students who have never listened to the radio in their life. So I really want to ask, what do you think? Is the future of legacy media like radio and television?

Preye Pizzi: I think when it comes to the future of legacy media, such as mainstream media, television, and radio, I believe it will definitely decline unless they make an effort to explore new ways of delivering their content. They really need to consider alternative methods of disseminating information. By this, I mean, especially in the context of news. It is well-known that owning a media outlet, be it a radio station, television station, or even a newspaper, is very expensive due to licensing and operational costs. Over time, people may lose complete trust in these media organizations because the majority of them are owned by wealthy individuals or politicians, which influences the narrative they present.

Wisdom K Obinna: Yeah, I agree.

Preye Pizzi: So personally, I believe that as people start to distrust the entire process, they will seek out alternative sources of information. Let me give you a good example. Many people prefer to follow independent voices on social media rather than relying solely on mainstream media.

Wisdom K Obinna: That's a good point.

Preye Pizzi: Therefore, I think it's important for legacy media like TV and radio to change their approach and adapt to the changing landscape. They need to find new ways to engage, entertain, and educate their audience. They should be more innovative and avoid sticking to traditional methods. For instance, some channels have started incorporating podcasts and online platforms, but they still need to do more because people question the ownership and gatekeeping of these media outlets. As trust erodes over time, individuals will start seeking out independent sources that they believe will provide them with the information they desire.

Wisdom K Obinna: All right, Pete. Thank you so much for sharing your insights. I appreciate your time and the discussion.


